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October6,1899 1700 

Yesterday there arrived at this port the steamship San Gottardo from 
Alexandria with 123 passengers. There was 1 case of fever, which 
was considered suspicious (plague), whereupon the vessel was remanded 
to Asinara, Sardinia, a quarantine station over 200 miles from here. 
Eespectfully, yours, Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. S. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine Hospital Service. 



Measures suggested to protect the Mexico- Texas border should Monterey 

become infected. 

City op Mexico, Mexico, September 11, 1899. 

Sir: Having looked very carefully over the situation at Monterey 
from September 6 to 8, with a view of devising the most effective plan 
of quarantine certification to be used in the protection of the Mexico- 
Texas border against this town should it become infected with yellow 
fever, I have the honor to make the following recommendations : 

First. That upon the appearance of yellow fever at Monterey, the 
inspector of the Marine-Hospital Service at that place be ordered to 
Saltillo to supervise the detention of passengers and the disinfection of 
their baggage. 

Note. — When Monterey is infected Saltillo is an important point. It was the place 
of refuge of a large number of persons during the epidemic last year. The altitude of 
Saltillo is over 5,000 feet and it is probably noninfectible. It will probably not be 
difficult to induce passengers to go there for detention and disinfection. 

Second. That if possible the work of certification of passengers be 
vested entirely in the Marine- Hospital Service inspection. 

Third. That Laredo and Eagle Pass inspecting officers detain every 
person not having a certificate from Saltillo and Torreon, or from a 
point south of a line drawn through these two towns. 

Fourth. That local trains be not allowed entry at the border, and 
that through trains be allowed entry, provided no stops are made either 
going or coming, within a radius of 25 miles of the locality infected. 

Fifth. That there be no train guards. 

Sixth. That the medical officer in charge of the situation be placed 
on duty between Saltillo and the Mexico- Texas border and authorized 
to make frequent and unexpected inspections of all persons and things 
concerned. 

Eespectfully, yours, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon- General, 

TJ. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Plan suggested for cooperation of the railroad authorities in handling pas- 
sengers and baggage should Monterey become infected. 

City of Mexico, Mexico, September 25, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter for- 
warded by this office to W. B. Eyan, Esq., general passenger agent of 
the Mexican National Eailway. While it is believed that the chances 
of Monterey becoming infected this year are not great, it was thought 
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wise to request the cooperation of this road at once and in the way 
indicated, subject, of course, to 3 our approval. 

Respectfully, yours, L. E. Cofeb, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-Genebal, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.] 

City of Mexico, Mexico, September SB, 1899. 

Sie : A death from yellow fever having been officially reported in Tampico on Sep- 
tember 20, the probability of the infection by this disease of Monterey is markedly 
increased ; therefore, I have to suggest a plan for the handling of passengers from Mon- 
terey, should that town become infected, which, I believe, offers the greatest advan- 
tages to the railway as well as to the quarantine interests at the Mexican-Texas frontier. 

First. It is proposed that upon the appearance of yellow fever at Monterey the 
Marine-Hospital Service officer now at that place be sent to Saltillo. He will there 
attend to the detention of passengers and disinfection of baggage of refugees from 
infected localities who desire to go to the United States. 

Second. For the purpose of properly disinfecting baggage it is proposed that you 
cause the disinfection chamber at Monterey to be loaded on a flat car and sent to Saltillo. 

Third. To avoid inconvenience to your passengers with satisfactory status, I have to 
suggest that your "up" and "down" through trains be prohibited from stopping at 
any point north of Saltillo within a limit of 25 miles north of Monterey. 

Fourth. To reduce the number of infected coaches to the minimum, I have to suggest 
that special coaches be run between Monterey and Saltillo ; these coaches to be disin- 
fected, if so desired, at your expense, under the supervision of a Marine-Hospital 
Service officer. 

Filth. That a pass be given to the medical officer in charge of this work, which will 
enable him to board trains and travel between Saltillo and Laredo at will. 

Sixth. That your agent at Monterey be instructed to explain to passengers that 
detention either at the border or at Saltillo will be necessary for all persons coming 
from either Tampico or Monterey when the latter place becomes infected (Tampico has 
been treated all along as an infected point). 

Seventh. The question of freight had best be taken up on the ground when the 
epidemic begins. 

Respectfully, yours, L. E. Cofee, 

Assistant Surgeon, V. S. M. H. S. 

W. B. Ryan, 

General Passenger Agent Mexican National Railroad, Mexico, Mexico. 

Deaths from yellow fever in Cordova. 

City of Mexico, Mexico, September 15, 1899. 
Sib : I have the honor to transmit herewith a detailed certified list of 
deaths from yellow fever at Cordova, from August 1, 3 899, to and 
including August 26, 1899. 

Respectfully, yours, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



